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Historic Randolph Cemetery needs help
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Randolph Cemetery was created by black businessmen and opened in 1872 as the first formal,
private cemetery for blacks in Columbia and Richland County. It is named for Senator Benjamin F.
Randolph (Republican, Orangeburg) who was assassinated in 1868 amid a year of political violence
toward whites and blacks. Randolph was a proponent of integrated public education.

The cemetery is home to well over 1,000 graves of blacks of all stations of life from the 1800s-1900s,
including at least 12 Reconstruction-era legislators. It is privately owned by the 501(c)3 nonprofit
Committee for the Beautification and Restoration of Randolph Cemetery (CBRRC), donations are tax
deductible.

Repairs and maintenance over the last decade have greatly improved the appearance of the historic
site, but it requires ongoing care. The cemetery has no ongoing source of funding, and in its 150th
year, is in dire need of funds to keep the grass cut and continue maintenance of this important historic
site.

CBRRC and Randolph Cemetery are participating in the upcoming donor campaign
www.midlandsgives.org/randolphcemetery Tuesday, May 3 and urgently need support.

Visit www.historicrandolphcemetery.org for more information.

The CBRRC is also planning a 150-Year Randolph Cemetery Commemoration Saturday, May 21, at
Zion Baptist Church in downtown Columbia. The program begins at 10 a.m., and guided tours will be
held afterward from 12–1 p.m. at the Elmwood Avenue location. The public is invited to each of this
two-part commemoration. It will be of great interest to all who share interest in local history
preservation and African American culture.
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FOLKS ABOUT TOWN

Richard Hutto has been named
interim executive director at the
Board of Commissioners of the
S.C. State Housing Finance
and...

REAL ESTATE

NAI Columbia’s Ben Kelly,
CCIM; Patrick Chambers; and
Jack Springs sold 2345 and
2347 Two Notch Road and
leased 1,750...

ATTORNEYS HONORED

Robinson Gray Stepp & Laffitte,
LLC was honored in the 2023
edition of Chambers USA for its
work in the...
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